
Proposal	716-Full2	

Drowned	coral	reefs	around	Hawai’I	

•	Background	

•	Status
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Formation	of	Reef	Terraces



Subsiding	Reefs:	Advantages	and	Differences:	

•	Different	intervals	of	sea-level	
	 --	Especially	regression	and	rapid	rises.	

•	Less	diagenesis	(e.g.,	for	paleoclimate	studies)







Reef	Terraces	

*relatively	flat	
areas	

*	13	identified	
around	Hawaii	







Drill	Hawaiian	reef	terraces	for	four	goals:	

1) Detailed	sea-level	history	(last	500	kyr)	

2) High-resolution	Paleoclimate	of	central	Pacific	(last	500	kyr)	

3) Response	of	reefs	to	rapid	environmental	(sea-level)	changes	

4) To	better	constrain	Hawaiian	subsidence	(**)





Proposal	Status:	

In	the	“holding-bin”	since	2012.		

High-priority	and	very	good	reviews.	Well-received	by	SEP	
(but	in	2008!)	and	the	EFB.	

Issue	is	money	and	technology.	

A	“mid-cost	proposal”.	

Possibly	2019/2020?	Does	it	need	renewed	review?	
		
No	new	addendums*	BUT	…	



Update	(since	2015):	

•	Location	and	examination	of	old	PROD	drilling	cores	from	
			subsiding	reef	terraces	on	NE	Australia	(successful)	

•	Compendium	of	bathymetry		

•	Dating	of	shallow	“grab”	samples	on	southeast	Hawai’i		
			(radiocarbon	and	U-series)	

•	Possibility	of	Amphibious	(given	Hilo	Drill	core).	


